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GET IN,
SHELLBACK. TIME
IS MONEY.

BuT
MR. LAKEITH,
T DONT HAVE ANY
MONEY TO PAY

T WONDER

PAYMENT HAS WHAT THIS OTHER
ALREADY BEEN ACCEPTED. CREDITSLIP MUST
TAKE CARE OF THIS YOUNG ' BE FOR--
SHELLBACK. THERE IS ONE - .
MORE CREDITSLIP IN THERE

FOR ONE MORE

SERVICE.

PROTECTION,
MORE LKE IT.

NOW COME,
YOUNG SHELLBACK.
LET US MAKE
HASTE.

FROM THOSE
WHO WISH TO
_ HARM You



Y-YOU KILLED
HER, RIGHTZ

OR ANYONE
FOR THAT
MATTER?I

PEOPLE WILL
W BETRAY YOU [T IS
LKE BREATHNG

FOR MOST.

YOUR
GRANDMOTHER
FALED TO FULLY
TEACH YOU ABOUT
THE WORLD OUTSIDE
AMBERSGARDE.

THE WORLD
IS NOT A kIND
PLACE

D / WHAT HAPPENED TO
I WOULD MRS. DHARMTAZ

\

WHAT ARE

( ;
e 7 ou caNT

KILL ME COS

J MR. RINO PAID
YOU TO NOT

} KILL ME!

h KILLZ

Youzl PEET.
PLEASE.

DID TO MRS. DHARMTA?
ARENT Youzl




SOMEONE FALSELY
ACCUSED YOU OF KILLING
MRS. DHARMTA, BUT You

DIDNT! YoU DDN'T

HARM ANYBODY.

YOU AND YOUR
Lk OF AMBERSGARDE
ALWAYS SO QUICK TO SPREAD
HORRIBLE LIES ABOUT PEOPLE
OR THNGS THAT You

DO NOT UNDERSTAND
R CARE T0. THEN AGAN

SO DOES THE
WORLD, THESE
AY

—7  TANGELA WAS Vo
A DEAR FRIEND 0oFf OUTSIDE OF YOUR
MINE. MY ONLY GRANDPARENTS.

FRIEND.

A PROUD WOMAN.
DIDNT TELL ME, DDNT
TELL ANYONE THAT
SHE HADNT PAD RENT
N SOME TIME.

4 o / 1 OFFERED
. 9 TO TAKE HER FOR
i \/ FREE BUT.. TANGIE

FOUND A WAY TO
GET RINO TO PAY ME

TO TAKE HER TO
HER KIN N OTH
GRISGRUXX
ALL HER STUFF ( ;

NOW BELONGS TO
RINO. IT WAS THE ONLY
WAY SHE COULD PAY
HER OUTSTANDING
DEBT.




AND NOW HERE '
T AM, HRED INTO TAKING
YoU TO OTH GR'SGRUXX.

SENT BY RIND,
NO LESS.

RINO OWNS MORE
THAN HALF OF AMBERSGARDE.
RAISNG RENT. FORCING PEOPLE
LKE TANGIE OUT OF HOMES.
CON MAN, AND A CHEAT.

7"

THERE IS SPACE BACK
THERE FOR RESTING. GO,
SHELLBACK. GET SOME REST.
A FEW MORE HOURS OF
TRAVEL AWAIT.

T'VE NEVER
SEEN THS SIDE OF
HM THOUGH.

LET US
HOPE YOU NEVER
WILL.

CAN YOU PLEASE
NOT CALL ME THAT?
, SHELLBACK IS DEROGATORY.
T'M A CHELONIAN.

DOGGLE.
OLD HABITS.

HOwW DID You
KNOW GRANDPAZ WAS [T
JUST BECAUSE HE LIVED

N TOWN OR--




DD YOU kNow

THAT THE SOVEREIG y BUT THESE DAYS,
WASTNOT ALV\/AVSN THE PEOPLES OF THE

PROVINCES ONLY SEEM
N POWER TO CARE WHAT HAPPENS IN
THE MOMENT, WITH NARY A
THEY CONCERN FOR THE PAST AND
WERE NOT. WHAT T MEANS FOR
NOT HERE. Q THE FUTURE.

DID YOU kNOW
THAT THERE WAS ONCE
TIME THAT CHELONIAN AND

KLAARNOX ALKE BELIEVED, LKE
MANY OTHERS, IN SOMETHNG
BETTER?

T JUST THOUGHT BAHI THE PAST S
WE UNEARTHED ] KNOWLEDGE, AND
JUNK. KNOWLEDGE IS A
POWERFUL TOOL, POGGLE!
AND YOUR GRANDFATHER
BELIEVED IN THAT. THAT IS
WHY WE BECAME
EXCAVATORS.

WHOA!
YOU WERE?
WAIT, BUT You
ARENT-

YOUR GRANDFATHER

AND T WERE ONCE

COMPETITORS, BUT...
HE WON OUT.




NO ONE CARES
ABOUT THE PAST, ANYMORE.
NOW, ALL WE ARE LEFT WITH
IS THE SICKNESS OF MINDFULNESS.
FALLACIES ARE ALL THAT REMAINS OF
WHAT ONCE WAS, WITH NONE NOW
ALIVE WHO REMEMBER.

SUPPORTING YOURSELF
AS AN EXCAVATOR IS DIFFICULT,
BUT YOUR GRANDFATHER FOUND A
WAY TO SUPPORT A WHOLE FAMLY ...
EVENTUALLY INVITING ME
TO AMBERSGARDE.

~THAT A FRIEND (S
ALWAYS THERE WHEN YOU NEED
THEM MOST. AND YOU WERE
THERE FOR-YAWN--

MRS. DHARM...

REST
EASY NOW,
DOGGLE.

BUT THAT
WAS YEARS
AGO NOW.

T'M SORRY YoU
LOST A FRIEND,
MR. LAKEITH

THAT IS
THE WAY OF
THNGS.

T SUPPOSE

BUT, PART OF

ME BELIE
THAT-

WAKE UP,
DOGGLE!







ALL THAT
NOISEZ THE CITY
IS LouD!

NOT A
FAN OF [T
MYSELF.

CONSIDER
T A PARTING
GIFT.

MY PART TO
PLAY (S DONE

FR NOW. NOT YOULL MEET
YOR GUDE WHOEVER [T IS
—— INSIDE YONDER.
TM HEADIN'
HOME.

BE SAFE,

MR. LAKEITH TELL
MY GRANDMA T WONT
LET WHAT HAPPENED TO
MRS. DHARMTA HAPPEN

TO HER.

OLD ARTIFACT

I FOUND. HELPS

BLOCK oUT THE
STUPID NOISE

YOU START
WITH A THANK
You

OH. SORRY.
THANK YOU




GOLLY, THAT
00R MAN HAS
DROPPED HIS
NOTECASE!

EXCUSE ME!
GO0D SR! YYou
DROPPED
YOUR--




EXCUSE ME,
T AM LOOKING FOR A
GENTLEMAN WHO--

L

PARDON, DO
YOU kNOW WHERE A=
NOZ ALRIGHT, THEN.




JUST...
NEED TO ADJUST
MY CHAR AND-

T SAD
"WHAT CAN T
GET Youz”

I WAS SENT BY
A BVORSKY RINO WITH
A SECURITY BOX, NEEDING
PROTECTIONZ OR-OR-
UH, T MEAN, A GUDE?

YES, YES,
WELL A
GENTLEMAN P
DROPPED  /
THS- 4

N TO HERE. WEIRDLY
| ENOUGH T WAS
A LOOKING FOR YOUR
) ESTABLISHMENT!




TLL HELP
YOU WITH THAT.
GIVE THE WALLET
BACK, T MEAN.

S0.
PROTECTION,

YoulLL
GIVE HM HIS
NOTECASE

NAME'S
OSWALT CLARKE.
BUT YOU CAN CALL
You Do ME OZZIE MY NAME IS
LOOk LIKE You BOONE!
COULD USE
PROTECTION.

MR. BOONEFORD
T. DOGGLE.




YESI MR. RNO
IT DOES!  SAD HED HRE ME
BUT You PROTECTION AND
CAN CALL ME HERE YOU ARE!
BOONE...

S0 BOONE DOGGLE...
THAT RINO GUY GAVE ME
THE DEETS BUT REMIND ME.
THIS JOB OF PROTECTING
YOU.. [T PAYS?

/ WHOA, WHOA,
KD, MAYBE WE GO
TO THIS OTHER SIDE BUT You
OF THE BAR. WANTED TO-

S0 RULE
NUMBER ONE IS -
YOU LISTEN TO COURSE!
ME GOT (T2
LET'S SEE
THIS BOX OF
YOURS.

FIRST ORDER?
MOVE WITH ME TO
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE
BAR HERE AND DONT
DRAW ATTENTION TO

YOURSELF. MORE THAN
NORMAL, T MEAN. l




A HOLOCOM.

MUST BE A BIG TA-DO
IF YOU GOT ONE OF THESE.
MOST PEOPLE CANT
EVEN AFFORD A
TELECOM.

A HOLOCOM?
TELECOMZ WHAT
ARE THOSE? o YOU SERIOUSLY
DONT kNOW
WHAT EITHER OF
THOSE 1S2

UM, OkAY, WELL, A
TELECOM IS A WAY TO
TALK TO SOMEONE ON A TELE
OR HOLO SYSTEM. LKKE FROM
POINT A TO POINT B. AND

7 AND THIS IS A HOLOCOM.
[T IS A PORTABLE DEVICE THAT
WORKS LKE A TELECOM, BUT
PROJECTS A HOLOGRAPHIC
IMAGE OF THE SPEAKER.

WAIT, SO You
CAN SEE THE OTHER
PERSON WHEN THEY

TALK TO YOuz

BUT ONLY PEOPLE WITH
DEEP POCKETS HAVE THS KIND
OF HARDWARE. A LOT OF PEOPLE IN
THS BAR WOULD KILL FOR THS TECH |&
THEY'D KILL EVEN FOR THAT TIE / |
HECkK, THEY'D PRETTY MUCH
KILL FOR FUN, TOO.




WHAT ELSE
YOU GOT HERE.
AH A CREDITSLP
FOR~

-
THAT WOULD MORE THAN 1§
MAKE UP ANY DEBT
I OWE TO KOREN AND
HS TERRIERS.

HM. WHAT
ELSE WE GOT
N HERE.

THERE
SHOULD BE
A NOTE,
T THNk?

YUP. HERE [T IS. AHEM.

NOTE MATCHES THE CREDITSLIP.
SAYS COMMISSIONED AND SIGNED FOR
BY B. RIND JUST TO HELP YOU GET FROM

POINT A TO POINT B2 HEH LOOkS

LKE THIS BVORSKY IS LOOKING
OUT FOR You

I DIDNT EVEN
KNOW A HOLOCOM
WAS IN THERE...

THAT OR 1




NOTE SAYS HERE
YOURE AN EXCAVATOR?
LkE YOU DIG STUFF UP
FOR A LIVING?

A SECRET
COMPARTMENT FOR...
A ROCK?

OH THAT'S
MY LUCKY ROCK!
GRANDMA PUT [T IN
MY BAG. BRINGS
ME GOOD LUCK.

pLUS
THIS HERE...
THIS IS WHAT
YOURE GONNA
DELIVER?

YUP. APPARENTLY,
MR.RINO SAYS T CAN
GET BIG MONEY
FOR IT.

Y WHO KNEW BENG Y
AN EXCAVATOR WAS

\ SUCH DANGEROUS  k

B WORK, RIGHT, kiDZ _4

WAY MORE
THAN SOME STUPID
ROCK, EH kIDZ BUT...
HM. THE NOTE AND
CREDITSLIP IS FROM

BVORSKY RINO...




WHAT NOW, .
S ‘

BVORSKY CLARKE
RNO.. , A DRINK HER
N FOR MY COMPADRE
BVORSKY AND ME. ALSO, T HAVE

RINO... A QUESTION. YOU

{ KNOW STUFF ABOUT
THNGS.
HEY .

KNOTTENI

THE NAME
BVORSKY RINO
SOUND FAMILIAR
TO YOUZ HE MAY
BE INVOLVED
(N A THNG TM
DOIN.

YEAH, NOT
HEARD THAT
NAME IN A WHLE.
T KNOW HM
PERSONALLY.

WHAT DO
YOU WANT,
CLARKE?!

oL’ BVORSKY
AND ME GO WAY
BACK. FOUGHT IN THE
MLITIA TOGETHER
BEFORE THE SOVEREIGN
DISCHARGED THE LOT
OF US. ALWAYS SADD HE
WOULD MOVE WP IN
THE WORLD.




TAKE [T FROM
KNOTTEN FHRUNAM.
NO GOOD EVER CAME
FROM ME KNOWING
BVORSKY RINO. HE'S
A GREEDY LITTLE
WONGOTTA

OH, GOOD.

GOOD. IM EXCITED © £xUSE ME.
TOBEAPART  5OMEONE WAS
OF THS. SITTING THERE.

AND YET,
THEY ARENT
THERE NOW.

KEEPT-TOGETHER
KEEP. IT. TOGETHER
PAY OFF THE
TERRIERS. FOCUS

YOURE RIGHT.
SLLY ME. SORRY
ABOUT THAT. MATTER OF
FACT, HAVE THAT DRINk
THERE, ON ME




T UNDERSTAND
YOU kNOW WHERE
A SHELLBACK IS.

-

< S \ T DONT kNOW
N WHAT YOURE
\ TALKIN' ABOUT
o \ S0 BUG OFF.
\ \ z
i\ Ve - &
// /

T THINk You
BEST WATCH [T,










W
X

<4
- 2N
BARTENDER _’

My
FAULT HE GOT IN
THE WAY.




WELL, THAT TO BURST
WAS INTENSE YOUR [DEOLOGICAL
BUBBLE HERE BUT
T AM ONLY HELPING
THANKS FOR ] YOU BECAUSE You
SAVING ME BACK i ARE GOING TO
THERE. [T WAS >

NICE OfF You T WASNT

FREE, KID.

THAT LETTER
OF YOURS SAD TO FIND
SOMEONE NAMED KUFLA
SURITO. BUT WHAT EXACTLY
AM T PROTECTING YOU FROM?
T MEAN APPAREN BESIDES
THAT BOUNTY HUNTER
BACK THERE.

> YOU DONT kNOW?
] EVERYBODY KNOWS
YEAH THAT 'OTHER' SO@%JHQ%SV\\/N E"A)_g =
GUY KNEW WHO YOU WERE. / '
DOES HE WANT THAT ARTIFACT |
THNG YOU DUG UP? WHY DOES
HIS BOSS WANT THAT? ;
> WHO IS HIS BOSS? [

S~




FRAAAALAL
YEAH, YOU DIG \
OLD STUFF UP.
\ WHAT ELSE
-\ HAT'S [T, T SWEAR!
THS IS MY FIRST TIME

' DONG ANY OF THS. T WASNT
: EVEN SUPPOSED TO LEAVE

SUPPOSED TO BUY THAT
ARTIFACT FROM ME.

NOW WHAT
DO WE D0?

7 WE FIGURE .
OUT HOW TO GET
THS CREDITSLP NOT WHAT, BUT
: HO. HOPEFULLY
‘ 2 YOULL NEVER
) FIND OUT. <




BUT RINO SAD THIS
BUYER COULD GIVE ME
ENOUGH MONEY TO SAVE MY
GRANDMA'S FARM AND MAYBE
OTHER PEOPLE IN MY VILLAGE
OF AMBERSGARDE.

HM. AND

[

YOUR BUYER IS
N WAMOG2
YEAH T THNK
S0Z THAT IS WHAT
MR. RINO SAD.
WAMOG. THAT
WASNT IN THE LETTER.
THAT'S LKE, SUPER FAR

AWAY. BY FOOT.

AND
DANGEROUS.

S-S0
T'M TOLD.

I MEAN, T'S
A DIFFERENT

A\ KIND OF DANGER

THAN HERE.

HE'S JUST SOMEONE
T USED TO DO BUSINESS

WITH. PAST TENSE. WELL,
ONCE T GET HM THESE
CREDITS, THAT IS.

KNOTTEN WAS
THE ONLY ONE T KNEW
THAT COULD WIRE
CREDITS-
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WHEN THE
SHELLBACK HERE SAD
SOME LADY NEEDED HELP
WITH A CREDITSLIP, IMAGINE
OUR SURPRISE TO SEE
THAT PERSON NEEDING
HELP IS You

WAIT, IF YOUu
ARENT GOING TO
HELP US, WOULDN'T
YOU TAKE HER IN2

> ~
~THEN COLLECT \

THE BOUNTY ON
HER HEAD FROM

AGAINST THE
WALL, SHELLBACK!
YOU TOO, CLARKE.

, eurTm
! NOT FROM
| AROUND |

TAKING HER
N2 UT.

WERE
GONNA KiLL

OC
2
A\ j

7 BUT--YOURE
CITYWATCH!
YOURE SUPPOSED

TO PROTECT THE
INNOCENT!

T'M SURPRISED
SOMEONE DIDN'T
GRAB HER
BEFORE US.

EVERYONE

OUND HERE kNOWS
HT

T SAY WE KILL
THE LITTLE GUY AND
TAKE HIS HEAD IN. WHO
KNOWS. HE MAY HAVE
A BOUNTY ON HS
HEAD TOO!







I SAD ' OH NO.
TO STAY oUT T HEARD
OF THE WAY! | SOMETHNG
V NOW WHAT? BREAK!

OF COURSE
T'S BROKEN.
FIGURES.




I DONT THINk
THESE MARZIBLE-HEADS
CALLED FOR BACK-UP.

T DONT
THINK SO, NO.
THEY CAME RIGHT
OVER

- BUT IF KOREN
N\E'\i?\‘g Av% HEST IS IN CHARGE OF
GOT LUCKY. THE CITYWATCH
SOMEHOW--

7 MEANS THEY OH, OKAY, AND
A ARENT AFTER US. THS KOREN GUY

SCORE ONE FOR
WANTS YOUR HEAD,
us, I GUESS. AND THS PLACE IS
S0 DANGEROUS, WHY
DIDN'T SOMEONE
ELSE GRAB YOU IN
THE REPULSIVE
YEET?




BOUNTY
HUNTERS, THEVES,
AND LAYABOUTS HAVE A
MORE HONORABLE CODE

THAN CITYWATCH, kiD. THEY DO?

I CANT B-BELEVE
\‘ THAT.
BELEVE T\
= OR NOT, T'S
ﬂ TRUE D
%

THE REASON THEY
B/ DDNT COME AT ME IS
THAT A FEW ESTABLISHMENTS
ARE OFF-LIMITS BETWEEN
THOSE WHO SWEAR ON /088
THE ELDERS. Lo

EXAMPLEZ IF THEY
FOUND ME FOUR BLOCkS
AWAY GETTING F00D?
DIFFERENT STORY.

va
OKAY, LET'S GO OVER THE RULES.
ONLY RULE, REALLY. THE RULE IS You
LISTEN TO EVERY LITTLE THNG
T SAY. I TELL YOU TO JUMP, YOU
SAY HOW HIGH. GOT T2

I CANT JUMP
THAT HGH THOUGHZ
T HAVE TINY LEGS,
AND T'M SHORTER

THAN YOU, AND--

YOU kNOW
WHAT T MEANT,

ALRIGHT..
NOW STICk CLOSE
BEHND SO WE CAN

GET OUT OF HERE
WITHOUT ANY MORE
TROUBLE.
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Join Our Mailing List
For More Information
On Excavator Issue 3
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